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 20 February, 2024 Dear all,

 I hope you had a lovely half term and that you were able to spend some time with your families. 
Thank you all for your support last half term, another very successful period for the school. We had some
notable events taking place, including:

·Year 9 Options Process 
·Year 11 Consultation Evening
·Year 11 GCSE Success Evening

 We were also dazzled by the school production of Fantastic Mr Fox and James and the Giant Peach, brilliantly
produced and with many superb acting performances.

 Wednesday 24th January saw the launch of our Character Passport. For me, this was one of the most amazing
days the school has ever experienced. Every year group was engaged in a range of activities: Year 11 with the
English-speaking presentations, Year 10 in Enterprise Day and Year 9 in Careers and Options.

 In an incredible achievement led by our Character Team, over 500 Year 7 and 8 students went to London to
visit West End shows and museums. The day went incredibly well, with all of the students completing successful
trips - many students taking part in activities they have never experienced in their lives. Please read further for
more details and photographs of this brilliant day out.

 This is the strength of the Character Passport. Participating in activities as above is so important in developing
cultural capital for young people, but it also enables them to become successful learners. These experiences
are not only a vital part of their education but prepare them for life beyond Downlands.

 We have a further Character Passport Day in May where the following activities will be taking place:

·Trips to Wakehurst Place and The Arundel Wetlands Centre
·Volunteering at Shoreham Beach and South Downs National Park 
·History trip to Ypres
·Trip to the University of Sussex

 We are also looking forward to the following fantastic events over the next half term:

·Dance Show
·Spring Concert 
·Year 10 Consultation Evening
 
 Finally, we wish our wonderful Year 11 students the best of luck in their mock examinations which are underway.
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 CHARACTER PASSPORT DAY - YEAR 7

YEAR 7 LONDON THEATRE TRIP  

 MATILDA THE MUSICAL  



 
Taking 100 people to the Lion King isn’t a usual Wednesday afternoon, but the sea of

red jumpers excitedly crossing Waterloo Bridge and pointing out all of the famous
landmarks made it a pretty special one. 

The students conducted themselves really well (despite the amount of sugar
consumed) and we had lots of smiley, if tired, faces to hand over to parents and carers
at the end of a long day. It turns out that one of our feeder primary schools performed

their own version of the Lion King last year, so lots of our students were able to lip
sync the entire show! 

Everyone was in awe of the incredible puppetry and powerful singers. 
All in all, a fun day out for all involved and a great way to kick off their Character

Passport.

 CHARACTER PASSPORT DAY - YEAR 7

YEAR 7 THEATRE TRIP - THE LION KING  



 CHARACTER PASSPORT DAY - YEAR 7

YEAR 7 LONDON
THEATRE TRIP TO

SEE WICKED 



 CHARACTER PASSPORT DAY - YEAR 8

THE TOWER OF LONDON  
In a memorable excursion, Year 8 students embarked on

an exciting trip to the historic Tower of London. One of
the highlights of the trip was the awe-inspiring visit to
the Crown Jewels. The students were able to see the
array of jewels, each piece having a unique style and

historical significance. From intricate tiaras to majestic
crowns, the Crown Jewels showcased the rich history of

the British monarchy through the ages.
 

 

The students delved into the
fascinating world of military history as
they explored the White Tower. Here,
they witnessed the evolution of arms
and weaponry over the last 500 years,
gaining insights into the strategic
advancements that shaped the course
of history.  

The White Tower provided a hands-on
experience, allowing students to connect with
the past through its well-preserved artefacts
and exhibits.
Throughout the tour, the students were
introduced to the tower's key features, each
holding its own historical significance. The
Tower of London played a crucial role during
World War I, a fact emphasised at the Poppy
Memorial. The solemnity of the memorial
served as a powerful reminder of the sacrifices
made by those who served in the war.

The journey to and from London by train was a huge success, and the students were a  
tribute to the school. The students enjoyed a leisurely walk in the sunshine along the

picturesque River Thames, soaking in the breathtaking views of the iconic Tower Bridge.



 CHARACTER PASSPORT DAY - YEAR 8
Year 8 Trip to London’s 

The exhibits in the World of Medicine were very
informative and triggered lots of questions from the
groups. Before we left this particular exhibition, a
member of staff who was showing us instruments used
in the past in medicine said, "what a lovely bunch of
interested children you are" This was lovely to hear.
 
The student's behaviour was brilliant throughout the
day as they navigated though rush hour on the tube
and walked through crowds on the journey there and
back. 
A big thank you to all staff who helped on the trip, as
this would not be possible without you.

On Character Day we took four excited Year 8 tutor groups to
the Science Museum in London. It was an adventure for some
as it was the first time they were visiting the city. 
On arrival, we split into tutor groups with each group heading
towards different exhibitions. These included 'Power up', and
'Turn it up'. We had access to the whole museum, due to
restricted time we all saw different parts. 
The students were engaged and enjoyed the hands-on
activities. Coding a robotic arm went down a treat! 



 CHARACTER PASSPORT DAY - YEAR 8

Ninety of our inquisitive Year 8s had a brilliant day
immersing themselves in our natural world. They spent time
exploring the Restless Earth exhibition, learning all about
how earthquakes and volcanos are created, before
experiencing an earthquake firsthand in the simulator. They
marvelled at all the raw minerals and gems, the museum
houses, taking particular note of the Ostro Stone, which is
an impressive 9,381 carats! 

TRIP TO THE 
NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM  

The group had a brilliant day, travelling through London on the tube 
and the rush-hour busyness! 

As always, they were a credit to the school, and we hope they enjoyed their first
Character Passport event.

A day at the Natural History
Museum is not complete
without wandering through the
exhibitions of rare animal
specimens and prehistoric
creatures. Students could not
believe the size of a giant sloth
in particular! 



 CHARACTER PASSPORT DAY - YEAR 9
CAREERS AND POST 16 EVENT 

The Year 9s spent their day exploring the world of careers in preparation for making
their GCSE option choices in a few weeks.
In the morning they met a variety of volunteers from all walks of life in our fast and fun
Careers Speed Dating event. They also had the chance to find out more about
themselves using the personality profile test on Unifrog.
After learning more about the options available to them for their GCSEs they
experienced a careers fair, with 15 local providers hosting stalls. This gave the
students a first glimpse into the range of choices available to them when they leave
Downlands.
We finished the day by exploring the routes open to them after 18, including an
interesting and inspiring talk from an alumnus of the University of Sussex.



 CHARACTER PASSPORT DAY - YEAR 10

 24th January was Year 10 enterprise day and
what a successful and fun filled day it was, as the
product of the pupil‘s creativity attested to.

 Pupils were invited to attend school in business
attire and work in small teams of 5-6 to produce 
a new  product (a new deodorant for the teen
market). 

The finalists will be presented in an upcoming assembly and the winning
 team will win a prize. As this is an enterprise style activity, Mr Whitmore, 

 Head of Year, will have the final say - for this he is 'Lord Sugar!

'Somebody will be hired!‘

  
Each group made and edited a short TikTok, advert a Marketing poster, product

design and written pitch and then went up against other groups in a pitch 
(period 5) to tender for the contract. 

YEAR 10 ENTERPRISE DAY



 SCHOOL PRODUCTION 
Congratulations to everyone who was
involved in the School Production. 
It really was a fantastic show!

Fantastic Mr Fox 



 SCHOOL PRODUCTION 

James and the
Giant Peach 



 SCHOOL PRODUCTION 

Backstage photos of the cast and crew 



PREFECTS 

 

Mr Whitmore, Mrs Skelton and SLT look forward to working alongside the
whole Senior Team in the forthcoming year.

 

 
Students in year 10 applied for positions in the Senior Team 
before Christmas. They submitted an application form which also needed
a reference. These were then carefully looked at and all of the students
interviewed. 
This was followed by a goldfish bowl activity and then a presentation of
their vision for the Team.
It was a very hard decision since we had an extremely talented field of
students this year.

Our newly
appointed

Head Prefects,
Elodie and

Emily, 
with the
Deputy

Prefects, Erin
and Claude.  

 Congratulations to everyone who has been appointed!
 
 

Thank you to all of our
Year 11 Prefects and

Senior Team for all the
hard work they have put

in over the past year.

THANK YOU



PUBLIC SPEAKING  

I only joined Public Speaking this
year, and what fun it has been! I
learnt very quickly that it was far
more than just standing on a stage
and saying a couple of words, it was
a lot more than that. It was about
how amazing those couple of words
can be. That speech gives us the
power to change someone's
stubborn opinions, it gives us the
power to change perceptions and
views, and it gives us the power to
change mindsets and thoughts.
Public speaking was about finding
the right words, and it has been so
much fun to try and find those
words with friends. It has been a
blast, and I can't wait to return again
next year! 

Lily, Year 8

Public Speaking Event at
Downlands with local Schools 

Lily, Year 8  won ‘best proposer’ for her motion:
‘What doesn’t kill you, makes you stronger’  



1. Which scientist was Chair of the LGBT+ advisory
group at Oxford University until 2022?

2. Who believes that her dyslexia and how she had to
problem-solve to achieve, is at the core of her
outstanding skills as a scientist?

3. How old was Wally Funk when she went in to space
in 2021?

We had our first formal meeting on 8th February and
have created a list of ideas that we want to do.

We will keep you posted as we develop this role.
There is a competition for all tutor groups about

famous female scientists as it is ‘Women and Girls in
Science Day’ on the 11th February. Here are a couple

of questions for you to try.

STUDENT  DIVERSITY GROUP 



 Y11 have just successfully completed
their 5-hour mock exam. 
Here are some of the results.  

ART 

Well done Y11. We now have 7
school weeks remaining before

the final practical exam! 

Jo- Heat Transfer Fran - Acrylic  Lauren - Acrylic 

Amber- Fine liner 

Maciej- Coloured pencil 

Harry - Macro photography 
and lino print



 

IN TEXTILES CLUB WE FINISHED CREATING
BAGS OR CUSHIONS USING PATCHWORK.

TEXTILES CLUB 



TEXTILES CLUB 



 STEM 

We have been busy with projects. Year 10s have been

developing their hovercraft and the KS3 group have been

developing their Lego robots.

7th February was a Women in STEM training session held

at school by The Sussex and Surrey Science Learning

Partnership. Our students were great ambassadors and

demonstrated different scientific experiments, their work

with the hovercraft and Lego robots.

   

Anaaya gave a great presentation about the UK Space Design 

Competition that Year 10 students entered just before Christmas.



MATHS NUMERACY NEWSLETTER



MATHS NUMERACY NEWSLETTER



LIBRARY NEWS 

New Year, New Books! has
been the motto for the
library this January and
February with a stream of
lovely new books filling the
display cases and shelves.
Some have even been
quality controlled by
students, to ensure the
library is filled with
interesting, relevant books!

Paired reading between year 7s and year 10s
has begun taking place in the library this term,
during tutor time once a week. Thank you to all
the year 10’s who have been volunteering their
time to support their paired year 7 reader.
 Well done to the year 7s, who have shown
resilience in developing their reading skills

NEW
BOOKS

PAIRED READING  



LIBRARY NEWS 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
Reminder that World Book Day is on the

7th March this year, and students are
encouraged to dress up as their favourite

book character  

 Whiteboards and whiteboard
pens are now being sold by the
library. 
These are available for purchase
on Scopay for £1.10 for the set.
Once paid, collect from the
library desk.  



 This half term, Year 9 Gifted and Talented Dancers came in on a Saturday to
take part in a full day intensive workshop with performer and choreographer
Amy Morvell. 

The workshop allowed the students to develop their technique and learn an
entire piece ready for the Dance Show in March.

 The students worked incredibly hard over the six-hour workshop and
demonstrated high levels of professionalism and positivity. 
Well done G.T.D.P! 

 DANCE 

Amy Morvell Intensive Workshop
 Saturday 27th January 



 
The Year 7 boys football team have had a fantastic start to the
season, winning their 4 opening games. They have beaten TBHA,
Sackville, St Pauls, and most recently Oathall. 
They have shown a great team spirit, and never give up attitude,
as shown by some very dramatic late wins!

The Year 7 netball A and B teams had a great game this
half term. Both teams played against a strong Burgess
Hill Girls team, meaning they had to work closely as a
team, whilst ensuring they played to their individual

strengths. 
There was some incredible netball on display, 

and both teams walked away with well-deserved wins. 

YEAR 7 NETBALL 

NEWS FROM PE 

Another great result for the Year 11 boys in
the @schoolsFootball cup. They keep going
from strength to strength and are in to the

7th round and the last 16 schools in the
Country!

 YEAR 11 BOYS FOOTBALL 

The Year 8 netball team had their netball league this half term.
They played extremely well over the weeks, working well as a

team. They won all of their games, with both the attackers and
defenders all playing extremely well. They were rightfully  
announced winners of the league - a huge achievement! 

YEAR 8 NETBALL 

 The u13 girls competed in an indoor cricket tournament. The girls
played incredibly well, adapting to the indoor cricket format. 

They did amazingly well to win 2 of their games, running between
the wickets with some sharp fielding. They narrowly lost to Warden

Park, leaving them runners up of the tournament! 

 U13 GIRLS INDOOR CRICKET 



  

All of the students now have the opportunity to
purchase a Yearbook. It is essential that their orders
are placed in plenty of time so that they don't miss
out. 

There will only be one order; students will not be
able to place orders after Sunday 3rd March 2024.

To place an order, please visit the following website:
https://shop.fizz-group.co.uk/
Our School Unique ID is: 25336YR11

 

 YEAR 11 LEAVERS INFORMATION 

This year, we are using a company called Hoodie Hut. You can place your order
directly with them via the link below, there are multiple colours to choose from.
The hoodies will be delivered to school and distributed to the students along
with the Yearbooks.  
 

YEARBOOK

LEAVERS HOODIE 

https://www.hoodiehut.co.uk/leavers-
hoodies/downlands-school-2024/

Deadline for payment Wednesday 28 February 
 
 

 
Our Prom this year will take place at
Pangdean Old Barn, on Friday 5th
July.

Tickets are available to purchase
now on Scopay and more
information about the evening will
follow in due course. 

PROM

https://shop.fizz-group.co.uk/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.hoodiehut.co.uk%2fleavers-hoodies%2fdownlands-school-2024%2f&c=E,1,YghqWyZweFqF1rXKguvyeZXLPPmVgf2wkRgxwKPtRSfLYoyA7fbE9ugw15dJL58NSf8vsD2pIcngN5TOQWmR18xJCEn3tjLFduvKiOraVP-S_LRYuPhQvmY,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.hoodiehut.co.uk%2fleavers-hoodies%2fdownlands-school-2024%2f&c=E,1,YghqWyZweFqF1rXKguvyeZXLPPmVgf2wkRgxwKPtRSfLYoyA7fbE9ugw15dJL58NSf8vsD2pIcngN5TOQWmR18xJCEn3tjLFduvKiOraVP-S_LRYuPhQvmY,&typo=1


 MUSIC 

 Instruments to Loan 
If the purchase of an instrument is preventing your child from
starting instrumental lessons you many be interested to hear we
have some Trumpets, Violins and Clarinets available to borrow from
the department. 
Please get in contact if this is something you would be interested in. 

There has been a lot of interest from the students in the additional music lessons at
Downlands and many have attended taster lessons. 
If your child would like additional music lessons with one of our Visiting Music Teachers
(VMTs) their contact details, along with the discipline they teach, are listed here and they
are more than happy to answer your questions and add your child to their timetable.

If your child is interested in studying an instrument that is not listed don’t hesitate to contact
me at school via email awardrobe@downlands.org and I will try my best to find a tutor.

 



08.35 
08.40 
09.00   
10.00    
11.00    
11.20   
12.20  
1.20 
1.55
1.55  
3.05 

 

First (warning) bell
Registration
Lesson 1
Lesson 2
Break 
Lesson 3 
Lesson 4
Lunch 
End of lunch
Lesson 5 (including 10 minutes DEAR Time ** for Key Stage 3)
End of school day 
 ** Drop Everything And Read - all Key Stage 3 students are required to bring a

reading book 
 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

The School site is open to students from 8.20am, students will not be able to enter
the school building until 8.35 am (unless the weather is inclement).
Years 8 to 11 will assemble on the playground, Year 7 at the amphitheatre. The gates
will be locked at 8.39am and the students will be marked ‘late’ after this. 
 

INSET DAYS 

Wednesday 26 June 2024
Monday & Tuesday 22nd & 23rd July 2024

TIMINGS OF THE SCHOOL DAY 

EARLY CLOSURES

Wednesday 5th June 2024
Thursday 13th June 2024
Friday 12th July 2024- Sports Day, (Timings to be confirmed)

On these days, school will close at 2pm for staff training. Transport will be arranged
and we will be able to supervise students who can’t leave early. 



USEFUL INFORMATION 

Please remember to leave a message for attendance (ext 228) before 8.30am to
advise if your child will be late due to medical or illness. Likewise, a child will not be
released from school without prior notice (before 8.30am) of an appointment.
 



IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE MEDICAL ROOM  
Please make sure that you are aware of the current Covid guidance, which can
be found here:

 

Please remember to keep the medical room updated of any changes in your
children's medical conditions. Your children's welfare whilst in school depends
on this information being up-to-date. 

 Please ensure that your emergency contact details are current. If you move
home, get a new mobile number or your work number changes please
remember to let us know; we need to be able to contact you in an emergency
or if your child is unwell.

 Please do not send your children into school if they have sickness or diarrhoea.
You should keep your child at home for 48 hours after their last episode of
sickness or diarrhoea.

 Hay fever – the school does not administer antihistamine for the symptoms of
hay fever. We ask that this be administered at home before the start of the
school day.

 Finally, please be aware that any prescribed medicines to be administered
during the school day must be provided to us in the original pharmacist’s
container. We would ask that where possible you ask your GP to administer a
three-dose medication to avoid the impact on the school day. A ‘Request for
School to Administer Medicine’ form must accompany it. Under exceptional
circumstances, where it is deemed that their administration is required to allow
the student to remain in school, the school will administer non-prescription
medication for a maximum period of 48 hours. Any non-prescription
medication administered in school must have been administered in the past
without adverse effect. Again, a ‘Request for School to Administer Medicine’
form must accompany it. Students must not carry their medication in school,
apart from asthma inhalers and Anaphylaxis Auto Injectors, all other
medication must be stored securely in the medical room.

 

 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-
infection-including-covid-19#children-and-young-people-aged-18-years-and-
under-who-have-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19
 

Ms Stubbs 
Medical Officer 

USEFUL INFORMATION 



FUNDRAISING  OPPORTUNITIES 

DOWNLANDS COMMUNITY SCHOOL are now registered with easyfundraising, which
means you can raise FREE donations for us every time you shop online. Over 7,000
brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra
cost to yourself!

These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really
appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s completely
FREE and only takes a moment. 
 



FUNDRAISING  OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Thank you to all our family and friends that are

supporting our School Lottery. We are 
delighted with the support it has received and the

money that it raises will be going towards more
facilities for the students. 

The lottery draw takes place every Saturday evening.
Tickets can be purchased by clicking the link below:

 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/d

ownlands-community-school

Tickets are £1 and can be purchased individually or
you can set up a standing order for weekly tickets..

There are weekly prizes and national prizes to be won.
It’s easy to take part but makes the biggest difference

to our school and students.
 



USEFUL INFORMATION

Downlands receives extra funding for all students eligible for free school meals,
called the Pupil Premium. This funding is extremely valuable to us as it enables us to
support our students to  be happy, confident learners & make the best possible
progress. 

For more information please visit :

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-
colleges/free-school-meals/#how-to-apply. 

or email in confidence: vthompson@downlands.org
 

Those children and families that are not eligible for FSM will be able to access urgent
support for food via the WSCC Community Hub. The Community Hub can be
contacted on 0330 222 7980 and is open 9:00 – 17:00 seven days a week. Further
information can be found via the West Sussex County Council website

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/#how-to-apply
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/#how-to-apply
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-information/advice-and-support/community-hub/


COMMUNITY NEWS

Burgess Hill Pantry was set up as part of the Town
Council’s ‘No Cupboard Empty’ project, to help
residents struggling on low incomes stretch their
household budgets a little further. 
The pantry is a community group, run by volunteers to
help people living in Mid Sussex.

For a weekly membership of £4, residents can choose
a selection of food to the value of up to £20, helping
budgets stretch further. There’s a variety of food
available including fresh fruit and veg, store cupboard
favourites, bread and dairy products.

 You can find more details and sign up on the
 Burgess Hill Pantry webpage 

https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-
listings/burgess-hill-pantry/ 



For details of current.vacancies please visit:
https://www.downlands.w-sussex.sch.uk/join-us/vacancies

VACANCIES  

JOIN OUR TEAM 

 

Do you want to join a friendly,
enthusiastic, and committed team

 in a successful community school ?

We are currently looking for:

Exam Invigilators 
Teaching Assistant

Learning Mentor
Family Support Worker



SOCIAL MEDIA  
Thank you to everyone is liking, sharing &

following our social media pages.
We are delighted to say that our audiences just

keep on growing 


