
Dale Avenue, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8LP 
Telephone: 01273 845892 

 
Emails: office@downlands.w-sussex.sch.uk 

head@downlands.w-sussex.sch.uk 
 

Headteacher: Mr M Wignall 

                   

 
 

Dear parents/carers, 
 
Re: Year 8 Science Assessment – week beginning 21/10/2024 
 
The science department holds three formal assessments per year to help us track each pupil’s progress 
through the academic year. Current Year 8 students will have their Autumn assessment in the week 
beginning 21st October 2024. Each individual teacher will inform their class the exact date they should 
expect to complete the assessment in that week. The topics included in this assessment will be Health and 
Disease and the Periodic Table.  
 
At the time of writing this letter, a fair amount of content will not yet have been taught, but the scheme of 
learning is planned so all students will have completed both modules by the time of this assessment. This 
will also give the students time to gradually build up the content of their revision as the lessons are taught in 
class. 
 
The sections within the assessment will all be marked out of 10, and will be as follows: 
 

- Knowledge questions (attached – a random selection of 10 questions will be on the paper) 
- Maths skills (rounding decimals, adding decimals, place value) 
- Investigation skills (identifying equipment, interpreting data tables, spotting errors) 
- Health and Disease (interpreting graphs, immune system, vaccinations, antibiotics) 
- Periodic Table (identifying regions within the periodic table, properties of group 1 metals) 

 
Homework quizzes will be set throughout the term which will aid revision to a degree, but given feedback 
from previous years, I have also attached a revision plan to help pupils plan/structure their revision if they 
are not sure where to start. Materials can also be found on SharePoint which students can access through 
their schools MS account. Students have been shown how to access this in class. 
 
If you have any issues with SharePoint, please contact your child’s teacher so they can show them again in 
class. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
T Humphrey 

 
Mr. T Humphrey 
 
Science Teacher 
KS3 Science Coordinator  
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