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Progress 8 is over +0.5 for three years 
running

Ability group Progress 8 - 3 year average

Low +0.43

Middle +0.6

High +0.46







ROCKS POINTS

2022-23 – 60,000
2023-24 – 123,000
5:1 ratio















Why is Attendance Important?

•Regular attendance is essential for 
academic success.

•Student wellbeing



Severely Absent

<90% 19 days
absent

1 grade 
lower in 

each 
subject

= =



• Being on time for school is 
important.

• School gates close at 
8:38am

• Register from 8:40am

 

Punctuality



Top tip
Recharge your 
batteries
Would you start 
the day with your 
phone on 
half charge?



Supported by the Downlands Team

Form tutor
Pastoral Support 

Officer
Head of Year

Pupil Premium 
Support Officer

Learning Mentors
Teaching 
assistants

Core Department 
Teaching 

Assistants

Behaviour 
Support Officers

Safeguarding 
Team

School Counsellor Build up Team
College, Work & 

Careers Guidance 
Coordinator





The Curriculum at Downlands



Curriculum Ambition

• Ambition for students to achieve 
outstanding outcomes

• Ambition for students to have 
the knowledge, skills and 
character to thrive in their next 
stage of learning

• Ambition for students to be 
happy – healthy – good 
members of the community 

• Ambition to provide students 
with culturally enriching 
experiences



Celebrating Diversity
Working towards a nationally 
recognised Diversity award

Changes to Curricula

Inclusivity training

LGBTQ+ student group

Diversity student group

Staff Diversity team

Changing the environment

Events

The Library
“Inclusive and welcoming school” 



The Curriculum at Key Stage 3

English
Maths

Sciences
Languages

History
Geography

RS

Art
Drama
Music
Dance 

PE
Technology

Forest Schools
PDC







Options



The Blue curriculum 

English
Maths

EBACC

Science
History Or 
Geography

Language

Art – Dance – Drama – Computing – I Media – PE 
– Food and Nutrition – Product design – 

Resistant materials – RS – Health and Social Care 
– Music – Textiles – Classics - 

PDC
PE



Other pathway provision

Yellow Green

Not required to 
study a Language Not required to study 

History/Geography OR 
Language



Pathway Provision

Blue Yellow
Green

Target grade 5 and 
above in 

Languages

Target grade 4 or 
below in 

languages

SEND

Most vulnerable



How we prepare you and them

• January – Options Assembly 

• January – Character Day

• January: Options presentations for students

• Feb (before half term): Option Booklets go home

• Feb: Options evening

• After Feb Half term: Options Deadline



Wider Curriculum



Student leadership
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